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These words filled 0-Kon with py.   She was
about to ask permission to leave his presence^ when
she noticed a change in Hideyoshi's face.

c{ 0-Kon," said the Regent, bending forward and
lightly tapping his fan on the floor   is 0-Kon, I
have a mind to spare Rikiu^s life this time " He
paused a moment and read all too clearly the mean-
ing of A tremor that shook the silk cbeiry "blossom,
the meaning ot the pietty teeth that gripped the
bnght-pamted lips with vexation. " 0-Kon/" conti-
nued the Regent, " it rests with you whether I com-
mand the Tea Master to take hi& life or not."

^With me ? ?? said 0-Kon, with a temble under-
standing.

" Yes," replied Hideyoshi, u with you   I give the
word for Rikiu^s death in exchange for youi love If
you do not agree to this, then the Tea Master lives,
but in future we will see that he con-fines his atten-
tion exclusively to the amber beverage.   Well,,
0-Kon, which is it to be ? "

" From the hour of Rikiu^s death, my lord, I come
to you f 7?

III

A few days later Rikiu received a formal letter
from Hideyoshi commanding that the Tea Master
should take his life on a certain day. Rikiu read the
missive as he sat in his garden  Never for a moment
did the Tea Master imagine that 0-Kon had